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FIGHTING  THE    REVOLUTION  WITH    PRINT- 
ER'S   INK  IN  CONNECTICUT:   THE  OFFI- 
CIAL   PRINTING    OF    THAT    COLONY 
FROM    LEXINGTON   TO   THE 
DECLARATION. 

By  Albert  Carlos  Bates, 
[Read  January  15,  1917.] 


We  liiid  it  not  an  easy  task  now,  after  the  lapse  of  more  than 
a  century  and  a  third,  to  look  back  and  discover  exactly  what 
were  the  feelings  and  temper  of  the  people  of  Connecticut  at  the 
time  of  the  actual  breaking  out  of  the  hostilities  which  marked 
the  beginning  of  the  Revolutionary  War.  So  far  as  can  now 
be  judged  they  were  extremely  jealous  of  any  interference  with 
what  they  considered  their  rights  and  liberties — the  rights  which 
they  had  exercised  and  preserved  almost  without  exception  from 
their  first  settlement  here,  of  making  and  executing  their  own 
laws  for  their  own  government  in  the  manner  that  best  suited 
them ;  and  the  liberty  of  action  without  the  interference  or 
restraint  of  the  home  government  in  England,  which  amounted 
to  a  practical  freedom  and  independence.  Yet  alongside  of 
these  somewhat  advanced  views  there  is  good  reason  for  believ- 
ing that  there  was  a  deep  and  widespread  feeling  of  patriotism 
towards  and  love  for  the  mother  country.  The  ties  of  nation- 
ality, kindred  and  association  were  strong.  There  was  a  hope 
and  desire  for  peace  and  for  a  renewal  of  good  feeling  between 
the  two  countries.  All  talk  or  consideration  of  the  possibility 
of  war  was  deprecated,  disunion  was  not  desired.  Yet  with  the 
forethought  which  is  perhaps  characteristic  of  Connecticut 
people,  while  they  were  using  a  conciliatory  tone  in  their  cor- 
respondence with  the  Colony's  agent  in  England  and  with  the 
representatives  of  British  authority  in  this  country,  they  were 
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at  the  same  time  making  preparations  for  an  armed  struggle 
should  such  resistance  become  necessary,  being  desirous  only  for 
a  place  honorable  to  themselves  and  consistent  with  their  own 
views. 

When  the  news  of  the  encounter  at  Lexington  and  Concord 
reached  Connecticut  ori  April  20,  1775,  the  day  following  the 
battle,  the  excitement  was  intense  and  the  action  immediate. 
As  soon  as  they  could  gather  and  equip,  companies  of  armed 
militia  to  the  number  of  several  thousands  set  out  in  a  somewhat 
irresponsible  manner  for  the  scene  of  action.  On  their  return 
a  few  days  later  they  doubtless  brought  with  them  and  circu- 
lated throughout  the  Colony  vivid  accounts  of  the  bloody  doings 
of  that  day  when  "the  shot  heard  'round  the  world"  was  fired, 
as  well  as  the  utterly  untrue  or  greatly  exaggerated  accounts  of 
horrible  cruelties  perpetrated  by  the  British  soldiers,  which 
obtained  a  wide  circulation  and  credence.  An  immediate  change 
of  feeling  seems  to  have  occurred  at  this  time.  There  was  little 
further  talk  of  peace  and  reconciliation,  but  immediate  and 
busy  preparation  for  war.  Such  action  was  rebellion  and 
treason ;  yet  it  is  of  interest  to  note  the  utter  disregard  of  conse- 
quences with  which  acts  were  passed  and  resolutions  adopted,  any 
one  of  which  might  mean  an  ignominious  death  to  all  who  were 
concerned  in  it.  And  not  only  was  such  action  officially  adopted, 
but  it  was  officially  printed  and  published  to  the  world.  Verily 
these  were  days  of  courage  and  brave  deeds.  And  it  is  my  pur- 
pose now  to  bring  to  your  attention  in  detail  these  Revolutionary 
acts  and  resolutions  which  were  officially  printed  and  published 
by  the  authority  of  the  government  of  the  Colony  of  Connecticut, 
from  the  time  of  the  Battle  of  Lexington  until  the  adoption  of 
the  Declaration  of  Independence,  when  it  was  sagely  remarked 
by  one  of  the  signers  that  now  they  must  hang  together  or  they 
would  hang  singly. 

On  the  26th  of  April,  1775,  just  one  week  after  the  Battle  of 
Lexington,  th&  General  Assembly  met  in  Hartford  in  response 
to  the  order  of  Governor  Trumbull;  and  the  second  item  of 
business  transacted  at  this  special  session  was  the  passage  of  the 
following  resolution  : 
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"That  an  Embargo  be  forthwith  laid  upon  the  exportation  out  of  this 
Colony  by  water  of  the  following  articles  of  provision,  viz:  wheat,  rye, 
indian  corn,  pork,  beef,  live  cattle,  pease  and  beans,  bread  flour,  and  every 
kind  of  meal,  except  necessary  stores  for  vessels  bound  to  sea;  and  that 
his  Honor  the  Governor  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  desired  to  issue  a  proclama- 
tion laying  such  embargo  and  prohibiting  the  exportation  of  such  provisions 
accordingly:    Such  embargo  to  continue  till  the  20th  day  of  May  next."* 

If  there  was  to  be  war  it  behove  the  Colony  to  conserve  the 
food  stuffs  within  her  borders  for  the  use  of  her  own  residents 
and  soldiers.  Eighty  copies  of  this  proclamation,  practically 
one  for  each  town  (there  were  seventy-nine  towns  at  this  time 
including  Westmoreland  in  Pennsylvania),  were  at  once  printed 
by  Ebenezer  Watson  of  Hartford. f     ISTo  copy  is  now  known. 

This  was  followed  by  a  "Proclamation  stating  the  bounty  and 
wages  of  soldiers,"!  400  copies  of  which  were  printed  by 
Ebenezer  Watson,  the  essential  features  of  which  were :  That 
one-fourth  part  of  the  militia  were  ordered  to  be  "forthwith 
inlisted"  "for  the  special  defence  and  safety"  of  the  Colony; 
each  was  to  receive  a  premium  of  52  shillings  upon  inlistment 
and  "supplying  themselves  with  a  blanket,  knapsack,  cloathing 
(Src,"  and  a  further  premium  of  10  shillings  to  each  "who  shall 
provide  arms  for  himself,  well  fixed  with  a  good  bayonet  and 
cartouch  box,"  provision  being  made  for  the  appraisal  of  such 
arms  and  payment  for  any  that  should  be  lost  in  service ;  each 
was  also  to  receive  "one  month's  advanced  pay,"  and  six  pence 
per  day  for  billeting  money  until  other  provision  was  made  by 
the  Colonv.  Eor  wages  a  sergeant  was  to  receive  48  shillings 
per  month,  a  corporal  44  shillings,  a  drummer  or  fifer  44  shil- 
lings and  a  private  40  shillings. §  No  copy  of  this  proclamation 
is  known. 

jSText  came  a  "Vote  of  the  General  Assembly  encouraging  the 
making  of  firelocks,"  i|  no  copy  of  which  has  survived,  also 
printed  by  Ebenezer  Watson  : 

*  Col.  Eec.  XIV,  415. 

t  Conn.  Arch.  Rev.  Ill,  610. 

t  Ihid. 

§  Col.  Rec.  XIV,  419. 

II  Conn.  Arch.  Rev.  Ill,  610. 
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"That  the  three  thousand  stands  of  arms  to  be  procured  for  tlie  use  of 
this  Colony  be  of  the  following  dimensions,  to  wit:  the  length  of  the  barrel 
three  feet  ten  inches,  the  diameter  of  the  bore  from  inside  to  inside  three- 
quarters  of  an  inch,  the  length  of  the  blade  of  the  bayonet  fourteen  inches, 
the  length  of  the  socket  four  inches  and  one  quarter;  that  the  barrels  be  of 
a  suitable  thickness,  with  iron  ramrods  and  a  spring  in  the  lowest  loop  to 
secure  the  ramrods,  a  good  substantial  lock,  and  a  good  stock  well  mounted 
with  brass  and  marked  with  the  name  or  initial  letters  of  the  maker's 
name. 

"That  all  the  arms  that  shall  be  made  and  compleated  according  to  above 
regulation  in  this  Colony  by  the  first  day  of  July  next  shall  be  purchased 
and  taken  up  by  this  Colony  at  a  reasonable  price."* 

The  next  step  was  the  issue  of  400  orders  authorizing  inlist- 
mentSjf  two  copies  of  which  are  now  known,  also  printed  by 
Watson,  commonly  known  as  "beating  orders,"  in  the  following 
words : 

"Jonathan  Trumbull,  Esqr,  Governor  of  the  Colony  of  Connecticut, 

"To     ....     Greeting. 

"I  do  hereby  authorize  and  impower  you,  by  beat  of  drum  or  otherwise, 
to  raise  ....  by  inlistment,  a  company  of  able-bodied  effective  volun- 
teers within  this  Colony,  to  consist  of  one  hundred  men,  including  officers, 
for  the  defence  of  this  Colony,  during  the  pleasure  of  this  Assembly,  not 
exceeding  seven  months:  And  the  colonels  of  the  respective  regiments  of 
militia,  and  the  several  officers  thereof,  are  required  to  afford  you  all  proper 
aid  and  assistance:  And  the  captains  in  the  several  regiments  are  hereby 
required  to  muster  their  respective  companies  when  requested  thereunto  by 
you,  for  the  purpose  aforesaid. 

"Given  under  my  hand  this  first  day  of  May,  1775." 

For  the  purpose  of  carrying  these  orders  into  effect  Watson 
printed  7,000  inlistment  blanksj  reading  thus: 

"I  ....  of  ....  do  acknowledge  to  have  voluntarily  inlisted 
myself  a  Soldier,  to  serve  in  a  Regiment  of  Foot  raised  by  the  Colony  of 
Connecticut,  for  the  Defence  of  the  same,  to  be  commanded  by  .... 
during  the  Pleasure  of  the  General  Assembly,  and  as  they  shall  direct,  not 
exceeding  seven  Months.  As  witness  my  Hand,  the  ....  Day  of 
....    in  the  Year  of  Our  Lord,  1775. "§ 

*  Col.  Rec.  XIV,  420. 
t  Conn.  Arch.  Rev.  Ill,  610. 
t  Ibid. 

§  Ibid.  I,  80.  This  is  the  official  copy  indorsed  by  the  Clerks  of  both 
Houses. 
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To  make  provision  for  the  commanding  of  those  who  should 
inlist,  three  hundred  commissions  were  printed  for  officers.* 
These  are  too  long  to  be  copied  in  full  here.  An  interesting 
point  about  them  is  that  the  governor  granted  these  commissions 
and  the  power  which  they  conveyed,  ''By  virtue  of  the  Power  and 
Authority  to  me  given,  in  and  by  the  Royal  Charter  to  the  Gov- 
ernor and  Company  of  the  said  Colony  under  the  great  seal  of 
England."  This  differed  from  previous  commissions  in  which 
the  power  was  granted  by  the  governor,  "by  Virtue  of  the  Letters 
Patents  from  the  Crown  of  England,  to  this  Corporation,  Me 
thereunto  enabling."  This  difference  of  wording  and  omis- 
sion of  direct  reference  to  the  Crown  could  hardly  have  been 
accidental.  These  first  300  commissions  were  at  once  set  aside 
and  a  new  edition  of  300  issued,  Watson  the  printer  noting  ''the 
former  300  being  from  an  imperfect  copy."t  This  careless 
preparation  of  "copy,"  and  the  giving  of  any  of  the  resolutions 
and  proclamations  into  the  hands  of  Watson  of  Hartford  for 
printing,  are  both  evidences  of  the  haste  deemed  needful  in 
bringing  these  matters  before  the  people,  for  the  official  printer 
of  the  Colony  was  Timothy  Green  whose  printing  office  was 
located  at  'New  London.  To  him  under  all  ordinary  circum- 
stances the  "copy"  for  these  would  have  been  sent  for  printing. 

Arrangement  having  been  made  for  the  raising  and  payment 
of  troops  and  the  manufacture  and  purchase  of  arms,  it  was 
necessary  to  provide  for  payment  for  these  "incident  charges  of 
government."!  For  this  purpose  the  Assembly  ordered  the 
printing  with  all  convenient  speed  of  £50,000  in  bills  of  credit 
of  suitable  denominations.  §  This  work  was  intrusted  to  the 
Colony's  printer  Timothy  Green  of  New  London,  who  appears 
to  have  completed  the  work  by  May  26.  Forty  thousand  were 
printed ;  this  probably  meaning  that  number  of  sheets  of  bills, 
each  sheet  being  composed  of  several  bills  which  were  cut  apart 
before  issue.     In  addition  to  the  printed  text  these  bills  con- 

*Conn.  Arch.  Rev.  I,  76;    Rev.  Ill,  610. 

t  Ibid.  Ill,  610. 

t  Col.  Rec.  XIV,  432. 

§  Ibid. 
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tained  ornamental  designs  and  borders,  probably  engraved  on 
wood  blocks,  the  work  of  John  Hallam,  by  whom  they  had  been 
engraved  for  the  bills  issued  during  the  previous  January.* 
One  of  these  bills  reads  thus  : 

"The  Possessor  of  this  Bill,  shall  be  paid  by  the  Treasurer  of  the  Colony 
of  Connecticut,  Two  Shillings  &  Six  Pence,  Lawful  Money,  by  the  Tenth 
day  of  May  1777  Dated  May  10th  One  Thousand  Seven  Hundred  and 
Seventy-Five.     By  order  of  Assembly     ....     Committee" 

Bills  for  two  shillings  six  pence,  ten  shillings,  twenty  shil- 
lings and  forty  shillings  are  known,  and  there  were  doubtless 
other  denominations  issued. 

One  more  resolution  adopted  at  this  session  was  separately 
jDrinted  by  Watson  in  an  edition  of  400  copies,  two  of  which  are 
now  known.!  It  is  called  "Vote  of  the  General  Assembly 
recommending  sobriety,"  &c.,  and  reads  thus : 

"Considering  the  dark  and  gloomy  aspect  of  Divine  Providence  over 
this  Colony  and  land,  and  that  it  is  the  indispensible  duty  of  every  people 
suffering  under  the  afflictive  chastisements  of  a  righteous  God,  with  deep 
repentance,  supplication  and  amendment  of  life,  to  endeavour  by  all  the 
ways  which  God  has  prescribed  to  avert  his  anger  and  incline  him  to 
become  reconciled  to  his  people: 

"It  is  therefore  resolved  by  this  Assembly,  That  it  be  recommended  to  all 
the  ministers  of  the  gospel  in  this  Colony,  that  they  earnestly  endeavour 
to  dissuade  their  several  congregations  from  all  excess,  and  all  diversions 
which  may  be  improper  in  the  present  day  of  distress;  and  that  both  they 
and  their  people  cry  mightily  to  God,  that  he  would  be  pleased  to  spare 
his  people  and  be  gracious  unto  them,  and  visit  them  with  his  loving  kind- 
ness and  tender  mercies,  and  not  give  up  his  heritage  to  reproach,  but 
preserve  unto  them  their  great  and  important  rights  and  privileges,  and 
guide  and  prosper  the  public  councils  of  this  Colony  and  land,  and  in  this 
hour  of  difficulty  and  distress  graciouslj'  manifest  his  power  in  the  deliver- 
ance and  salvation  of  his  people,  to  the  glory  of  his  own  name." 

After  the  adjournment  of  the  session,  on  ]\lay  Oth,  two  hiws 
which  it  had  enacted  were  issued  in  the  usual  form  of  the  session 
laws  by  Timothy  Green  "Printer  to  the  Governor  and  Com- 
pany." The  edition  of  session  laws  usually  printed  at  this 
period  was  1,100  copies,  which  was  probably  the  number  printed 
in  this  instance.     Their  form  is  a  small  folio  paged  continuously 

*  Conn.  Arch.  Rev.  Ill,  596. 
^Ihid.,  GIO. 
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(along  with  previous  session  laws)  to  follow  the  latest  general 
revision  of  Acts  and  Laws,  which  in  this  case  was  the  edition  of 
1750  with  the  addition  of  the  compilation  of  1768 ;  the  pagina- 
tion of  this  issue  being  409,  410.  At  the  top  of  the  first  page 
a  cut  of  the  royal  arms  appears,  and  the  heading  begins,  "Acts 
and  Laws,  Made  and  passed  by  the  General  Court  or  x\ssembly 
of  His  Majesty's  English  Colony  of  Connecticut."  The  first  of 
the  two  laws  here  printed  is  "An  Act  to  exempt,  for  a  limited 
Time,  the  Persons  of  Debtors,  from  being  imprisoned  for  Debt," 
because  "in  the  present  Situation  of  our  public  Affairs,  it  will 
be  prejudicial  to  the  Colony  to  confine  Persons  in  Goal  for 
Debt."  This  exemption  to  continue  until  the  rising  of  the  next 
October  Assembly.  The  second  law  was  the  repeal  of  an  act 
concerning  book  debts,  as  "a  further  Continuance  of  said  Act 
in  Force  at  this  Time,  may  prove  very  inconvenient  and  preju- 
dicial." This  act  had  provided  that  no  book  debt  could  be 
recovered  which  had  not  been  balanced  within  six  years  after 
it  was  contracted  or  before  March  1,  1776. 

A  pretty  lively  ten  days'  session  this,  with  its  nine  separate 
imprints. 

The  Assembly  met  again  in  regTilar  session,  this  being  the 
Court  of  Election,  on  May  11,  1775,  five  days  after  the  adjourn- 
ment of  the  special  session.  Pursuant  to  long  established  cus- 
tom the  Assembly  immediately  after  organization  adjourned  to 
the  meeting  house  where  its  members  listened  to  the  annual  elec- 
tion sermon,  preached  on  this  occasion  by  Rev.  Joseph  Perry, 
pastor  of  the  First  church  in  East  Windsor.  Pursuant  to 
further  custom  a  copy  of  the  sermon  was  requested  for  publica- 
tion, and  it  was  printed  by  Watson  in  an  octavo  pamphlet  of 
23  pages,  in  an  edition  of  350  copies.*  Mr.  Perry  in  the  out- 
line of  his  sermon,  which  took  for  its  text  ^ehemiah,  second 
chapter,  I7th,  18th  and  19th  verses,  says:  "These  words  contain 
every  thing  suited  to  our  case  in  this  dark  and  troublesome  day. 

"We  have  here  our  own  condition  exactly  expressed,  'Ye  see 
the  distress  that  we  are  in,  how  Jerusalem  lieth  waste,  and  the 
gates  thereof  are  burnt  with  fire.'  " 
*  Conn.  Arch.  Rev.  Ill,  610. 
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An  echo  of  Connecticut's  expedition,  which  resulted  in  the 
capture  this  month  (May)  of  the  forts  at  Ticonderoga  and 
Crown  Point,  is  found  in  Watson's  bill  for  printing*  (dated 
January  1776),  where  there  is  an  item  of  1,000  passes  for  Col. 
Arnold  from  Crown  Point  last  May,  received  by  Col.  Hen- 
men,  t  This  capture  was  the  most  important  event  that  had 
thus  far  taken  place  in  this  budding  war  for  freedom.  Just 
what  these  passes  were,  or  why  so  large  a  number  were  printed, 
the  writer  is  unable  to  say. 

The  most  important  act  of  this  session,  and  one  of  the  most 
impoTtant  issued  during  the  war,  was  "An  Act  for  regulating 
and  ordering  the  Troops  that  are,  or  may  be  raised,  for  the 
Defence  of  this  Colony,"  -of  which  an  edition  of  650  copies, 
covering  19  duodecimo  pages,  without  title  or  imprint,  was 
printed  by  Watson. i  Only  three  of  these  can  now  be  found. 
It  was  a  throwing  down  of  the  gauntlet  for  the  cause  of  freedom 
amounting  to  practically  a  declaration  of  war.  The  fifty-three 
separate  article^  for  regulating  and  ordering  the  troops  are  pre- 
ceded by  a  preamble  of  seven  paragraphs  recounting  at  length 
the  grievances  of  the  colonists.  The  following  long  quotation 
from  it  is  much  condensed : 

"Whereas  God  in  his  providence  hath  been  pleased  to  bestow  upon  the 
inhabitants  of  this  colony  all  the  rights,  liberties  and  immunities  of  the 
free  born  subjects  of  England,  which  have  been  established  and  confirmed 
by  royal  charter;  which  rights  were  the  birthright  of  our  ancestors  in 
England,  who  rather  than  submit  to  religious  and  civil  tyranny  chose  to 
leave  their  native  country,  and  reared  the  English  constitution  in  these 
wilds,  and  have  ever  since  the  sincerest  loyalty  to  their  sovereign  and  the 
warmest  affection  for  their  brethren  in  England.  And  whereas  since  the 
close  of  the  last  war,  parliament  claiming  a  right  to  bind  the  people  of 
America  by  statute  in  all  cases  whatsoever,  hath  in  some  acts  expressly 
imposed  taxes  upon  them,  and  under  various  pretenses  imposed  rates  and 
duties,  and  extended  the  jurisdiction  of  courts  of  admiralty.  And  wliereas 
standing  armies  [have  been]  kept  in  time  of  peace;  and  it  has  lately  been 
resolved  in  parliament  that  colonists  may  be  transported  to  England  and 
tried  there  upon  [certain]  accusations,  and  such  trials  have  been  directed 
in  [certain]  cases.  And  whereas  the  port  of  Boston  is  shut  up,  the  charter 
of  Massachusetts  destroyed,  and  all  hope  of  justice  taken  away  in  certain 

*  Conn.  Arch.  IV,  187. 
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cases.  And  whereas  a  tyranny  [is]  erected  in  the  province  of  Quebec,  and 
the  New  England  colonies  are  in  a  great  measure  deprived  of  their  trade 
and  fishery.  And  whereas  all  our  humble,  dutiful  and  loyal  petitions  for 
redress  of  grievances  have  been  treated  with  contempt  or  passed  by  in 
silence,  and  the  refusal  to  surrender  our  just  rights  hath  been  stiled  rebel- 
lion, and  vengeance  inflicted  on  [a  neighbouring  colony],  all  which  acts  are 
evidently  intended  to  force  or  terrify  [our  countrymen]  into  submission  to 
parliamentary  taxation,  or  at  least  into  a  surrender  of  their  property  at 
the  pleasure  of  the  British  parliament,  and  in  such  proportion  as  they  shall 
please  to  prescribe.  And  whereas  although  this  assembly  wish  for  no  new 
rights  and  privileges,  and  desire  only  to  preserve  their  ancient  constitution 
as  it  has  been  understood  and  practised  upon  from  the  beginning;  freely 
yielding  to  the  British  parliament  the  regulation  of  our  external  commerce, 
excluding  every  idea  of  taxation  for  raising  a  revenue  without  our  consent, 
and  are  most  earnestly  desirous  of  peace  and  deprecate  the  horrors  of  war: 
Yet  when  they  see  military  preparations  against  them  at  hand,  and  the 
hope  of  peace  and  harmony  placed  at  a  greater  distance,  being  fully  deter- 
mined never  to  make  a  voluntary  sacrifice  of. their  rights,  not  knowing  how 
soon  parliamentary  and  ministerial  vengeance  may  be  directed  against  them 
immediately,  as  it  is  now  against  Massachusetts,  have  thought  it  tlieir  duty 
to  raise  troops  for  the  defence  of  this  colony.  And  whereas  it  is  necesssary 
that  such  troops  should  be  made  acquainted  with  their  duty.  Therefore, 
these  articles  are  enacted." 

Pretty  strong  language  this  for  King  George  and  his  ministers 
to  read. 

This  act  did  not  have  at  its  beginning  the  Koyal  Arms  and 
usual  royal  style. 

A  resolution  was  adopted  continuing  until  the  first  day  of  the 
following  August  the  embargo  on  the  exportation  of  various  food 
stuffs  which  had  been  laid  in  April ;  and  as  before,  eighty  copies 
of  the  resolution  were  printed  by  Watson,*  no  one  of  which  can 
now  be  found. 

Another  document  printed  at  this  time  by  Watson  was  an 
'^Extract  of  an  act  for  assembling  and  equipping  men."t  Just 
what  this  was  does  not  appear,  as  no  copy  of  it  can  be  found. 
JSTo  order  for  such  a  document  is  found  in  the  official  records 
of  this  session.  It  appears  to  have  been  printed  on  the  30th  of 
May,  the  day  before  the  rising  of  the  Assembly. 

"For  payment  of  incidental  charges  of  government"  it  was 
ordered,  "That  there  be  forthwith  imprinted  the  sum  of  fifty 

*  Conn.  Arch.  Rev.  Ill,  610. 
■\  Ibid.,  611. 
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thousand  pounds  bills  of  credit  on  this  Colony,  equal  to  lawful 
money,  of  suitable  denominations  .  .  .  ,  and  of  the  same 
tenor  with  the  late  emission"  ;*  that  of  April.  These  were 
printed  by  the  official  printer,  Green  of  'New  London,  who 
appears  to  have  completed  the  work  on  or  before  July  8.  The 
edition  was  6  6, 100, f  probably  meaning,  as  on  the  occasion  of  the 
previous  issue  in  April,  that  number  of  sheets  each  composed  of 
several  bills.  In  form,  ornament  and  wording  they  were  similar 
to  the  previous  emission  of  April.  They  were  dated  June  1, 
and  became  payable  in  three  years.  Bills  of  this  issue  for  two 
shillings  six  pence,  for  six  shillings,  for  ten  shillings,  for  twenty 
shillings  and  for  forty  shillings  are  known ;  and  there  may  have 
been  other  issues. 

The  public  acts  and  laws  of  this  May  session,  printed  the 
following  month  by  Green,  the  official  printer,  at  !N"ew  London, 
consisted  of  one  folio  leaf,  its  pages  numbered  411  and  412.  It 
contained  but  three  acts,  none  of  which  have  to  do  with  the 
Revolution.     The  edition  was  1,100  copies. 

The  bills  paid  by  the  Colony  for  the  expenses  of  this  session 
include  the  following  items,  which  doubtless  aided  in  delibera- 
tion and  stimulated  to  action  on  the  important  measures  con- 
sidered and  adopted :% 


To  Cyder  and  Small  Beer 

2s 

0( 

To  1  Barrel  Cyder 

10 

0 

To  2  half  Barrels  Beer  @  6/  each 

12 

0 

To  Small  Beer 

1 

u 

To  pipes  3/6     To  Tobacco  1/ 

4 

6 

To  Beer 

3 

0 

To  Cyder  and  Beer 

1 

8 

To  Cyder  from  Mr  Bulls 

1 

4 

To  Tobacca 

6 

Certainly  there  could  be  no  complaint  of  extravagance  in 
these  items,  such  as  has  been  sometimes  heard  in  recent  years. 

The  short  session  of  the  Assembly  in  July  1775  M'as  not 
fruitful  in  official  publications,  only  one  being  found   to   its 

*  Col.  Rec.  XV,  14. 
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credit.  This  was  '^\ii  Act  or  Law"  printed  by  Timothy  Green, 
and  printed  with  the  usual  heading*  of  the  Royal  Arms  and  in 
the  regular  form  of  the  session  laws.  But  instead  of  paging 
continuously  after  the  acts  of  the  ]May  session  its  two  pages  are 
left  unnumbered,  and  are  not  taken  account  of  in  the  succeeding 
pagination.  And  further,  instead  of  the  usual  edition  of  1,100 
copies  only  170*  copies  were  issued.  Two  of  these  are  now 
known  to  exist.  Its  title  is:  "An  Act  for  supplying  the 
Troops  ordered  to  be  raised  for  the  special  Defence  and  Safety 
of  this  Colony  with  necessary  Fire-Arms."  And  it  provides 
for  supplying  with  good  and  sufficient  arms  each  soldier 
who  should  enlist  into  the  seventh  or  eighth  regiments  then 
about  to  be  raised.  A  premium  of  ten  shillings  was  to  be 
allowed  each  soldier  furnishing  his  own  arms,  or  a  like  sum  to 
any  person  supplying  a  soldier  with  arms.  Then,  if  necessary 
to  supply  the  soldiers,  the  selectmen  were  directed  to  purchase 
arms  to  supply  the  men  inlisting  from  their  town  ;  and  further, 
if  necessary,  authority  was  given  for  impressing  arms  from  those 
who  were  not  on  the  militia  roll,  for  the  use  of  which  four  shil- 
lings was  to  be  paid.  Provision  was  also  made  for  making- 
payment  for  arms  lost  in  the  service. 

Another  issue  of  bills  of  credit  to  the  amount  of  fifty  thousand 
pounds  was  authorized  by  the  Assembly  at  this  (July)  session. 
They  were  to  be  dated  July  1,  1775,  and  made  payable  on  or 
before  the  last  day  of  Dec.  1779.  These  were  printed  by 
Timothy  Green  at  ]^ew  London,  who  appears  to  have  completed 
the  work  by  Aug.  S.f  He  states  the  issue  as  78,250,  probably 
referring  to  the  number  of  sheets  of  bills  and  not  to  the  bills 
themselves.  Bills  of  this  issue  for  two  shillings,  for  two  shil- 
lings six  pence,  for  six  shillings,  for  ten  shillings,  for  twenty 
shillings  and  for  forty  shillings  are  known ;  and  other  denom- 
inations may  have  been  issued. 

The  Continental  Congress  on  June  12  had  issued  a  proclama- 
tion for  a  fast  to  be  kept  on  July  20.  The  day  was  observed  in 
Connecticut ;    but  whether  or  not  Governor  Truml)ull  issued  a 

*  Conn.  Arch.  Rev.  I.  322. 
t  Ihid.  Ill,  622. 
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proclamation  for  the  occasion  is  not  known.     It  is  to  be  pre- 
sumed that  he  did,  although  no  evidence  that  he  did  so  is  found. 
The   Governor   and   Council  of  Safety,   at  a   meeting  held 
August  17,  took  the  following  action:* 

"On  consideration  of  the  scarcity  of  pork  and  other  provisions  and  the 
vast  consumption  of  it  by  the  army,  it  is  tho't  necessary  &c.  and  for  the 
safety  of  the  Colony  that  the  Embargo  laid  and  continued  by  the  Assembly 
to  the  20th  inst.  should  be  revived  and  further  continued;  and  the  Gov- 
ernor is  advised  and  desired  to  issue  his  proclamation  to  lay  and  continue 
the  same  to  the  20th  of  October  next;  which  was  done  accordingly  and  sent 
to  the  printer.  He  directed  to  send  to  each  town  clerk  and  naval  office  in 
the  Colony." 

This  proclamation  was  printed  by  Green,  the  official  printer, 
at  Kew  London  in  an  edition  of  140  copies. f  Xo  copy  is  now 
known. 

In  September  of  each  year  the  freemen  in  each  town  held  a 
meeting  and  expressed  their  choice  of  men  to  be  placed  in  nomi- 
nation to  be  voted  for  the  following  April  for  Assistants,  or  mem- 
bers of  the  Upper  House  of  the  Assembly,  each  freeman  having 
the  right  to  make  choice  of  twenty  for  the  position.  The  result 
of  the  choice  in  each  town  was  laid  before  the  October  session  of 
the  Assembly,  and  the  twenty  who  were  found  to  have  received 
the  greatest  number  of  votes  were  formally  placed  in  nomi- 
nation. / 

Beginning  some  years  earlier  than  this  and  continuing  many 
years  later  there  was  issued  after  each  October  session  of  the 
Assembly  a  small  printed  broadside  giving  the  names  of  "The 
Gentlemen  nominated  by  the  Votes  of  the  Freemen  to  stand  for 
Election  in  May  next." 

While  no  copy  of  the  printed  list  of  nominations  authorized 
by  the  session  of  October  1775  is  known,  there  is  no  reason  to 
question  its  having  been  issued  as  usual  from  the  press  of 
Timothy  Green. 

At  the  session  of  October  1775,  attention  was  directed  to  the 
fact  that  the  listers  in  sundry  towns  "from  a  mistaken  Appre- 
hension of  their  Duty"  "have,  by  Mistake,  omitted  to  insert  in 

*  Col.  Rec.  XV,  119. 
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the  General  List  of  Polls  and  rateable  Estate  in  such  Towns, 
made  np  and  sent  to  this  Assembly,  the  Polls  of  the  Officers  and 
Soldiers  belonging  to  said  Towns,  who  are  abroad  in  the  Service 
of  this  Colony,  in  the  Army."  ''Which  to  prevent,"  it  was 
resolved  that  the  lists  as  sent  in  should  be  received,  and  the 
listers  in  any  town  who  had  omitted  to  insert  such  polls  were 
directed  to  make  up  and  send  in  to  the  Assembly  an  additional 
list  of  such  polls.  Further,  notwithstanding  the  fact  of  the 
omission,  it  was  directed  that  such  towns  should  receive  their 
proportion  of  school  money  upon  the  additional  list. 

This  resolve  was  printed  at  ISTew  London  ''by  T.  Green, 
Printer  to  the  Governor  and  Company,"  in  the  form  of  a  small 
folio  broadside.     Two  copies  are  known. 

Like  many  of  the  printed  resolves  of  the  time,  this  one  bore  9, 
cut  of  the  royal  arms  at  the  top,  and  at  the  end  the  printed 
certification:  "A  true  Copy  of  Record,  examined  by  George 
Wyllys,  Sec'y." 

The  laws  of  this  session  were  printed,  in  the  usual  edition 
of  eleven  hundred  copies,  by  Green  at  Xew  London.  They  occu- 
pied pages  413  to  415,  inclusive,  leaving  a  fourth  page  blank, 
and  comprised  two  acts  each  having  the  title  "An  Act  in  further 
Addition  to  an  Act,  entitled,  An  Act  for  the  forming  and  regu- 
lating the  Militia,  and  for  the  encouragement  of  Military  Skill, 
for  the  better  Defence  of  this  Colony."  The  first  of  these  pro- 
vided that  the  arms  and  ammunition  of  all  "who  are  by  Law 
obliged  to  keep  Arms"  should  be  semiannually  "reviewed." 
The  second  provided  that  every  trooper  should  "provide  himself 
with  a  suitable  Horse  and  Furniture,"  and  "Fire  Arms  and 
Accoutrements"  ;  and  that  every  trooper  failing  thus  to  provide 
himself  should  be  discharged  from  the  troop,  and  should  then 
by  the  captain  of  the  foot  company  "within  whose  Limits  the 
same  shall  happen"  be  enrolled  into  such  foot  company.  A 
penalty  for  neglect  of  the  captain  of  a  foot  company  thus  to 
enroll  is  provided,  also  a  proviso  for  a  trooper  who  is  unable  to 
secure  needed  equipment. 

On  the  fourteenth  of  October,  1775,  "Jonathan  Trumbull, 
Esquire,  Governor  of  the  English  Colony  of  Connecticut,"  "by 
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and  with  the  Advice  of  the  Council,  and  at  the  Desire  of  the 
Representatives,  in  General  Court  assembled,"  issued  a  proc- 
lamation appointing  Thursday,  !N"ovember  16,  as  a  day  of  public 
thanksgiving.  As  had  been  the  unfailing  custom,  this  pnx^lama- 
tion  ends  with  the  invocation  ''God  save  the  King."  In  spite 
of  the  "distressing  Calamities,  arising  from  the  unhappy  Meas- 
ures the  British  Administration  are  pursuing  with  the  American 
Colonies,  and  the  Civil  "War  which  is  brought  upon  us  in  that 
Pursuit:  And  also  in  the  Sickness  and  Deaths  which  God  has 
sent  into  our  Armies,  and  many  of  our  Towns:"  abundant 
reason  for  blessing  is  found  because  (among  other  reasons)  he 
"Hath  remarkably  preserved  our  Troops,  and  the  Lives  of  our 
People  in  some  Places  which  have  been  cannonaded,  and  little 
Damage  hath  been  done  to  the  Habitations  of  the  People  in  such 
Dangers."  Prayers  are  offered  for  the  King,  Queen,  Prince  of 
Wales  and  the  rest  of  the  Royal  Family.  "Sincere  and  hearty 
Praises  to  God"  were  recommended  "For  hitherto  preserving  so 
many  of  the  Rights  and  Priviledges  of  this  Colony,  and  causing 
so  great  Harmony  and  Union  in  America."  Also  prayers  "That 
God  would  inspire  the  King's  Heart  with  Wisdom  to  discern 
the  true  Interest  of  all  his  People ;  guide  and  dispose  him  to 
such  Measures  as  may  happily  tend  to  their  Peace,  Prosperity 
and  Happiness:  That  He  would  confirm  and  increase  Union 
and  Harmony  in  the  Colonies,  and  throughout  America,  upon 
the  Principles  of  Virtue  and  Liberty." 

It  bears  no  imprint ;  but  comparison  of  the  cut  of  the  royal 
arms  at  the  head  of  the  proclamation  shows  that  it  was  printed 
from  the  same  block  as  one  printed  a  few  years  earlier  by  Samuel 
Green  at  ISTew  Haven,  and  indicates  that  it  was  printed  at  that 
place  by  Thomas  and  Samuel  Green.  The  number  of  copies 
issued  is  not  known  ;  but  it  probably  was  about  340,  Three  are 
now  known. 

Again  on  December  19,  1775,  Governor  Trumbull  from  •"the 
Council  Chamber  in  New  Haven"  issued  "A  Proclamation," 
which  as  usual  ends  with  "God  save  the  King."  On  this  occa- 
sion it  was  "For  a  Day  of  public  Fasting  and  Prayer"  on 
January  17,  1776;   and  it  opened  with  the  following  preamble: 
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"Whereas  it  hath  pleased  the  most  high  God,  blessed  forever,  the  supreme 
and  righteous  Euler  of  the  World,  to  bring  upon  this  Colony,  and  the  other 
British  Colonies  on  this  Continent,  grievous  and  distressing  Troubles,  by 
permitting  the  Administration  and  Rulers  of  our  Parent  State,  to  make  a 
solemn  Declaration,  that  the  Parliament  of  Great  Britain  hath  a  Right  to 
make  Laws  binding  upon  the  Colonies  in  all  Cases  whatsoever, — and  in 
Pursuance  thereof  have  imposed  Taxes  upon  us  without  our  Consent; 
deprived  one  of  the  Colonies  of  their  most  essential  and  chartered  Privi- 
ledges;  sent  over  a  Fleet  and  Army  which  have  engaged  us  in  a  Civil  War; 
destroyed  many  Lives,  burnt  two  of  our  flourishing  Towns;  captured  many 
of  our  Vessels  that  fell  in  their  way;  prohibeted  and  destroyed  our  Fishery 
and  Trade;  hostilelj'  taken  from  the  Inhabitants  on  our  Sea  Coast  and 
Islands,  Live  Stock,  and  other  Articles  of  private  Property,  and  threaten 
us  with  general  Destruction  for  no  other  Reason  known  to  us,  than  that 
we  will  not  surrender  our  Liberties,  Properties  and  Priviledges,  which  we 
believe  Gk)d  and  Nature,  the  British  Constitution,  and  our  sacred  Charters 
give  us  a  just  Right  to  enjoy. — " 

''The  Mercy  of  God"  was  beseeched  "to  remove  the  awful 
Calamities  we  are  under,"  "restore,  preserve,  and  secure  our 
Liberties,"  "guide  the  Continental  Congress,"  "continue  to  turn 
the  Counsel  of  our  Enemies  to  foolishness,  and  blast  every  evil 
Design  against  us,"  and  for  many  other  worthy  and  pious 
purposes. 

No  imprint  appears ;  but  comparison  shows  that  the  cut  of 
the  royal  arms  at  the  top  of  the  proclamation  is  printed  from 
the  same  block  used  three  years  earlier  by  Thomas  and  Samuel 
Green  of  New  Haven,  and  it  was  no  doubt  printed  by  them. 
The  edition  was  presumably  about  340  copies.  Two  are  now 
known. 

The  first  action  taken  by  the  General  Assembly  at  its  special 
session  held  in  ISTew  Haven  on  the  fourteenth  of  Deceml>er  1775, 
was  the  passage  of  "An  Act  for  raising  and  equipping  a  Body 
of  Minute-Men,  to  be  held  in  Readiness  for  the  better  Defence 
of  this  Colony."  The  act  provided  for  the  voluntary  enlistment 
of  one  fourth  of  the  militia  in  each  company,  together  with 
such  other  able  bodied  men  not  enrolled  in  the  militia  as  should 
desire  to  enlist,  into  companies  of  minute  men  who  should  equip 
themselves  and  "hold  themselves  in  constant  readiness  to  march 
on  the  shortest  notice  for  the  defence  of  this  or  any  other  of  the 
United  Colonies."     It  is  printed  on  both  sides  of  an  unpaged 
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half  sheet  of  the  usual  size  used  in  printing  the  acts  and  laws, 
and  has  a  cut  of  the  royal  arms  at  the  top  of  the  first  page; 
but  it  does  not  have  the  regnal  year  or  the  short  title  of  the 
act  at  the  top  of  each  page,  as  was  customary  in  printing  the 
session  laws.  There  is  no  imprint ;  but  the  cut  of  the  royal 
arms  at  the  top  of  the  first  page  indicates  that  it  is  the  work  of 
Thomas  and  Samuel  Green  of  New  Haven.  A  single  copy  is 
known,  which  was  formerly  the  property  of  William  Williams, 
signer  of  the  Declaration  and  son-in-law  of  Governor  Trumbull. 

The  next  business  of  the  session  was  "An  Act  for  encouraging 
the  Manufactures  of  Salt-Petre  and  Gun  Powder."  The  act 
provided  for  a  bounty  of  ten  pounds  for  ever}-  hundred  pounds 
weight  of  saltpetre  manufactured  within  the  Colony  during  the 
last  seven  months  of  1776,  for  inspecting  the  same,  for  the 
erection  of  works  for  its  manufacture,  for  its  non-exportation 
and  for  its  purchase  by  the  Colony ;  also  for  a  bounty  of  thirty 
pounds  each  for  the  first  two  powder  mills  erected  in  the  Colony 
under  permission  from  the  Assembly.  This  act  is  also  printed 
on  both  sides  of  an  unpaged  half -sheet  of  the  usual  size  and  has 
a  cut  of  the  royal  arms  at  the  top  of  the  first  page.  Unlike  the 
preceding  act,  this  one  bears  the  regnal  year  and  the  short  title 
of  the  act  at  the  top  of  each  page.  It  is  without  imprint ;  but 
the  cut  of  the  royal  arms  indicates  that  it  is  the  work  of  Thomas 
and  Samuel  Green  of  New  Haven.      Three  copies  are  known. 

The  third  item  of  business  of  this  two  weeks'  session  of  the 
Assembly  was  the  passage  of  "An  Act  for  restraining  and  pun- 
ishing Persons,  who  are  inimical  to  the  Liberties  of  this,  and  the 
rest  of  the  United  Colonies,  and  for  directing  Proceedings 
therein."  This  also  was  separately  printed  on  both  sides  of  an 
unpaged  half  sheet,  and  in  form  and  style  was  identical  with 
the  previous  "Salt-Petre  and  Gun-Powder"  act,  and  is  evidently 
the  work  of  the  same  printers.  This  act  had  more  sting  to  it 
than  any  previously  passed.  It  provided  that  any  person  taking 
up  arms  against  any  of  the  United  Colonies,  or  inlisting  into 
the  Ministerial  army  or  navy,  or  acting  as  pilot,  or  supplying 
stores  or  intelligence,  or  who  "in  any  other  ways  shall  aid  or 
assist   them,"    upon    conviction    should    forfeit    all    his    estate 
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to  the  Colony  and  be  imprisoned  for  not  more  than  three 
years.  Any  person  writing  or  speaking  against  the  Resolves 
of  the  Congress  of  the  United  Colonies  or  the  Acts  and  Pro- 
ceedings of  the  Assembly  of  Connecticut,  "'made,  or  which  here- 
after shall  be  made  for  the  Defence  or  Secnrity  of  the  Rights 
and  Priviledges  of  the  same,"  upon  conviction  should  be  dis- 
armed, rendered  incapable  of  holding  either  civil  or  military 
office,  "and  shall  be  further  punished  either  by  Fine,  Imprison- 
ment, or  Disfranchisement,  or  find  surety  of  the  Peace  and  good 
Behaviour  as  said  Court  shall  Order."  Upon  complaint  against 
any  persons  that  "they  are  Inimical  to  the  Liberties  of  this 
Colony"  they  were  to  be  disarmed  and  not  allowed  to  keep  any 
arms  until  they  coul^  satisfy  the  authorities  of  their  friendliness 
to  the  Colony.  And  in  case  any  convicted  persons  refused  to 
give  up  their  arms,  the  proper  officers  were  "authorized  to' raise 
the  Militia  of  the  County,  or  so  many  of  them  as  they  shall  judge 
needful,"  to  assist  in  disarming  such  persons.  The  estates  of 
persons  who  had  placed  themselves  under  the  protection  of  the 
Ministerial  army  or  navy  were  ordered  to  be  seized  and  admin- 
istered for  the  benefit  of  the  Colony.  Two  copies  of  this  act  are 
known. 

It  was  stated  by  the  Assembly  at  this  December  session  that 
non-commissioned  officers  and  soldiers  belonging  to  the  Colony 
and  serving  in  the  Continental  Army  were  liable  for  poll  taxes ; 
"yet,  considering  the  Fatigues  and  Importance  of  the  Service, 
and  being  desirous  to  encourage  the  future  Service,  and  to  show 
some  gratuitous  Token  of  Approbation  to  those  who  have 
behaved  well,  and  served  out  faithfully  the  stipulated  Time  by 
them  entered  into,"  it  was  resolved  that  soldiers  who  served  dur- 
ing the  last  campaign  should  be  exempted  from  paying  poll 
taxes  laid  on  the  list  for  1775^  and  those  who  had  already  or 
should  hereafter  inlist  for  the  ensuing  compaign  should  be 
exempted  from  paying  poll  taxes  on  the  list  for  1776.  It  should 
be  remembered  that  at  this  time  a  poll  tax  was  not  a  definite 
stated  sum ;  but  each  man's  poll  was  listed  for  a  certain  sum, 
and  on  this  sum  he  paid  a  tax  which  varied  from  year  to  year 
according  to  the  rate  of  taxation.     This  resolution  was  printed 
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as  a  small  folio  broadside  at  !N"ew  London  by  Timothy  Green, 
in  an  edition  of  six  hundred  copies.*  But  two  copies  are 
known. 

The  Assembly  in  1769  had  established  the  "J^orfolk  Militia 
Exercise"  as  the  official  ''military  exercise"  for  the  militia  of 
the  Colony ;  but  in  order  to  act  in  harmony  with  the  Continental 
Army,  which  had  "adopted  the  military  exercise  usually  called 
the  Manual  Exercise  as  ordered  by  his  Majesty  in  the  year  1764, 
which  is  esteemed  preferable  in  many  respects  to  the  said  ISTor- 
folk  Militia  Exercise,  for  the  purpose  of  preparing  the  soldiery 
for  real  service,"  it  was  resolved  at  this  session  that  the  militia 
of  the  Colony  should  for  the  future  observe  and  practice  the 
Manual  Exercise.  Commanding  officers  were  directed  to  con- 
form to  this  resolve,  "any  law  or  usage  to  the  contrary  notwith- 
standing." 

An  act  was  passed  empowering  "the  Commander-in-Chief  of 
the  Army  ....  or  any  officer  in  the  service  of  the  said 
United  Colonies  commanding  any  detachment  or  outpost  to 
administer  an  oath  and  swear  any  person  as  to  the  truth  of  any 
information  or  intelligence  ....  relative  to  the  public 
service." 

These  two,  the  resolve  and  the  act,  were  printed  together  at 
!N"ew  London  by  Timothy  Green  in  the  usual  fonn  of  a  resolve. 
They  form  a  broadside  of  one  half  sheet  headed  with  the  royal 
arms.  The  edition  was  six  hundred  copies, f  of  which  only  two 
are  now  known.  The  paper  on  which  they  are  printed  is  of 
a  distinct  blue  grey  tint,  and  on  a  copy  which  was  probably  sent 
to  Governor  Trumbull,  Green  has  written  "S^  This  Paper  is  too 
dark  but  is  the  best  I  had  for  the  Purpose."  Evidently  the 
paper  mill  established  some  years  previously  at  Norwich  by 
Christopher  Leffingwell,  and  for  one  year  subsidized  by  the  Col- 
ony, was  unable  to  produce  the  best  quality  of  printing  paper  in 
sufficient  quantities. 

The  "Acts  and  Laws"  of  this  session,  comprising  pages  417 
and  418,  were  printed  in  the  usual  form  in  an  edition  of  eleven 

*  Conn.  Arch.  Rev.  IV,  188. 
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hundred  copies*  by  Timothy  Green  at  Xew  London.     For  the 

last  time  the  regnal  year  appears  at  the  top  of  each  page  and 

the  cut  of  the  royal  arms  at  the  head  of  the  first  page  of  the 

issue.     The  issue  contains  two  acts,  both  of  which  have  to  do 

with  matters  revolutionary.     The  first  relates  to  the  sale  by  the 

Colony's  treasurer  of  escheats,  that  is  lands  confiscated  because 

their  owners  were  loyalists,  or  lands  for  which  no  owners  could 

be  found.     The  second  relates  to  the  capture  of  any  enlisted 

soldier  or  mariner  who  should  desert,  and  the  punishment  of 

any  person  who  should  conceal  such  deserter. 

Among  the  bills  for  the  expenses  of  this  (December)  session 

the  following  items  are  found: 

To  Pipes  &  Tobacco  44s  Qd 

To  Tobacco  more  4  0 

For  a  Barrel  of  Syder  6  0 

For  three  Stone  mugs  3  0 

Why  such  an  unheard  of  consumption  of  tobacco  ?  Are  we 
to  suppose  that  all  the  members  of  this  Assembly  were  con- 
firmed smokers  ?  Or  are  we  to  assume  that  Governor  Trumbull, 
like  Governor  William  the  Testy,  in  the  Knickerbocker  History 
of  J^ew  York,  was  "wrathful  and  unyielding"  over  something, 
and  had  to  be  "gradually  smoked  into  terms." 

An  attendant  upon  this  Assembly  was  paid  for  thirteen  days' 
service  and  for  ringing  the  bell.  And  as  (Sundays  excepted) 
there  were  but  thirteen  days  from  its  first  sitting  on  the  four- 
teenth to  its  adjournment  on  the  twenty-eighth,  it  would  appear 
that  a  session  was  held  on  Christmas  day. 

Governor  Trumbull  issued  four  proclamations  in  January, 
1776,  on  the  12th,  18th,  20th  and  27th  of  the  month.f  While  no 
copies  of  any  of  them  can  now  be  found,  and  there  is  no  positive 
record  of  their  having  been  printed,  it  is  practically  certain  that 
they  were  all  printed.  Each  is  dated  at  Lebanon.  They  are  as 
follows :  For  raising  one  thousand  five  hundred  men  for  Gen- 
eral Lee ;  For  raising  a  regiment  for  service  on  the  northern 
frontiers ;    For  raising  four  regiments  to  serve  until  the  first 

*  Conn.  Arch.  Rev.  IV,  188. 
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of  the  following  April  around  Boston ;  a  second  proclamation, 
under  instructions  from  Congress,  For  raising  a  regiment  for 
service  on  the  northern  frontiers.  The  third  named  of  these 
proclamations  is  accompanied  by  a  blank  form  for  enlistment. 
It  is  perhaps  this  proclamation  and  enlistment  blank  for  which 
Ebenezer  Watson  rendered  his  printing  bill  under  date  of 
February  23  ;*  the  items  being  '^Long  proclamation"  and 
"Enlistments."  Possibly  this  bill  is  for  the  proclamation 
ordered  on  February  17,  for  raising  companies  for  the  New 
London  forts. 

On  February  17  the  Council  of  Safety  "Considered,  voted  and 
pass'd  a  Proclamation  for  raising  and  encouraging"  three  com- 
panies of  ninety  men  each  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  and 
garrisoning  three  forts  in  the  vicinity  of  I^ew  London.  The 
men  were  to  act  as  workmen  as  well  as  soldiers. f  It  is  to  be 
presumed  that  this  proclamation  was  printed,  although  there  is 
no  evidence  that  such  was  the  case. 

The  Continental  Congress  on  March  16  set  a  general  fast  for 
May  17.$  On  such  occasions  it  was  the  custom  for  the  gov- 
ernors of  the  different  colonies  to  proclaim  a  fast  for  that  day 
in  their  respective  colonies.  Governor  Trumbull  did  so  on  this 
occasion;  and  on  April  22  Timothy  Green  of  l!^ew  London 
printed  336  copies  of  a  proclamation  for  that  purpose. §  It  is 
to  be  regi'etted  that  no  copy  of  Connecticut's  proclamation  has 
survived  to  this  time;  for  it  would  be  of  interest  to  know  if 
Governor  Trumbull  made  additions  to  the  proclamation  as  issued 
by  the  Congress.  This  document,  issued  "In  times  of  impend- 
ing calamity  and  distress ;  when  the  liberties  of  America  are 
imminently  endangered,"  after  acknowledging  the  over-ruling 
providence  of  God,  implored  "his  assistance  to  frustrate  the 
cruel  purposes  of  our  unnatural  enemies,"  and  "prevent  the 
further  effusion  of  kindred  blood."     But  if  there  must  be  war 

*  Conn.  Arch.  Rev.  IV,  187. 
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they  prayed  for  ''victory  and  success"  '"to  crown  the  Continental 
arms,  by  sea  and  land," 

The  proceedings  of  the  General  Assembly  which  met  at  Hart- 
ford on  May  9,  1776,  and  continued  in  session  until  the 
eighth  of  the  following  month,  indicate  that  its  members  appre- 
ciated the  gravity  of  the  situation  they  were  then  facing.  It 
was  made  a  season  of  preparation  for  what  they  perhaps  believed 
to  be  the  decisive  year  of  the  war  upon  which  they  had  entered. 

On  the  day  of  their  gathering  for  formal  election  there  was 
the  usual  formality  of  a  sermon  preached  before  the  members 
of  the  General  Assembly.  The  preacher  was  Rev.  Judah 
Champion,  pastor  of  the  First  church  in  Litchfield.  His  text 
was  ''Stand  fast,  therefore,  in  the  liberty  wherewith  Christ  hath 
made  us  free" :  and  his  opening  sentence  was,  "Home-felt  joys, 
this  day,  possess  our  breasts,  on  account  of  the  distinguishing 
blessings  of  Liberty  and  Freedom,  which  illustriously  exert 
themselves,  animating  the  members  of  this  community."  Fur- 
ther on  he  says,  "fleets  and  armies  have  been  sent  over,  com- 
pelling us  either  to  disobey  the  divine  precept  in  our  text, 
or  engage  in  a  civil  war.  These  colonies  have  nobly  chosen 
the  latter."  "We  are  called  to  Liberty,  one  of  heaven's  choicest 
blessings  to  mankind."  "In  this  dark  and  difficult  day,  you  will 
consider  yourselves  as  the  giiardians  of  our  excellent  constitu- 
tion, which  has  true  English  liberty  for  its  basis."  "This  is  the 
only  provincial.  General  Assembly  upon  this  continent  which 
hath  not  been  harrassed  and  perplex'd  by  being  adjourned,  pro- 
rogued or  dissolved  by  its  Governor,  except  one,  which  was 
necessitated  to  appoint  a  new  one."*  "Our  land  is  sacrileg- 
iously polutted  with  the  blood  of  our  fellow  citizens,  impiously 
shed  by  worse  than  savage  hands.  We  are  involved  in  the 
horrors  of  a  civil  war.  Let  your  heads,  hands,  fortunes  and 
lives  be  devoted  and  consecrated  to  your  country's  good."  "For 
Heaven's  sake  and  for  our  own,  let  us  arouse  my  countrymen, 
and  act  up  to  the  dignity  of  our  character  as  free-born  Ameri- 
cans." With  such  stirring  words  as  these  did  he  incite  the 
people  to  action.     This  sermon  was  printed  by  authority  of  the 

*  Rhode  Island. 
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Assembly,  within  three  weeks  of  its  delivery,  by  Ebenezer 
Watson,  as  an  octavo  pamphlet  of  31  pages  in  an  edition  of  500 
copies.*  The  snbject  heading  given  at  the  top  of  the  printed 
title  page  is  ''Christian  and  civil  Liberty  and  Freedom  consid- 
ered and  recommended." 

Very  early  in  the  session,  there  was  passed,  "An  Act  to 
restrain  the  Exportation  of  Rum,  Sngar,  Molasses,  Salt,  and 
other  West  India  Goods  out  of  this  Colony  for  the  Time  therein 
limited."!  The  exportation  was  forbidden  ''by  land  or  water 
on  or  before  the  first  day  of  ITovember  next."  A  proviso  per- 
mitted the  governor  to  allow  exportation  upon  application  of  the 
Continental  Congress  or  of  General  Washington.  One  hundred 
copies  of  this  Act  were  issued  in  the  form  of  a  proclamation. 
The  printing  was  done  in  Hartford  by  Ebenezer  Watson, 1;  who 
appears  to  have  completed  the  work  on  the  sixteenth,  only  a  week 
after  the  gathering  of  the  Assembly.  ]^o  copy  of  this  proclama- 
tion is  known  to  have  survived.  It  is  worthy  of  note  that  all 
the  special  acts  and  resolves  of  this  session  appear  to  have  been 
printed  before  the  adjournment  of  the  Assembly. 

As  gunpowder  was  one  of  the  greatest  essentials  for  carrying 
on  the  war,  there  was  passed  early  in  this  session  "An  Act  for 
the  more  effectual  Carrying  into  execution  the  several  Acts 
relative  to  the  Making  of  Salt  Petre  and  Gun  Powder  within 
this  Colony. "§  After  reciting  the  premium  granted  for  the 
saltpetre  manufactured  in  the  Colony  and  the  method  of  inspec- 
tion ordered  in  the  previous  acts  it  went  on  to  regulate  the  times 
for  its  delivery  and  inspection,  its  delivery  in  proper  packages, 
the  proper  accounting  by  the  inspectors  and  the  powder  makers, 
the  prevention  of  the  use  of  impurities,  the  proper  packing  and 
delivery  of  the  powder  and  the  payment  of  the  bounties.  This 
Act  was  printed  by  Watson,  probably  in  the  form  of  a  broadside, 
in  an  edition  of  five  hundred  copies.  ||  The  existence  of  no  copy 
is  known  to  me. 
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The  next  business  of  the  Assembly  was  a  resolution  to  encour- 
age the  manufacture  of  salt  in  the  Colony.  After  stating  that 
salt  was  ''of  great  Importance  and  Necessity,"  ''and  the  obtain- 
ing the  same  in  the  usual  Way  of  Importation,  is  rendered 
difficult  and  uncertain"  ;  it  proceeds  to  offer  ''One  Hundred 
Pounds''  to  the  person  who,  before  the  first  of  October  1777, 
"shall  erect  proper  Works  and  Fats"  (Vats),  "and  shall  actually 
make  therein,  the  first  Five  Hundred  Bushels  of  good  merchant- 
able Salt."  And  a  similar  offer  to  the  second,  third  and  fourth 
persons  of  eighty,  sixty  and  forty  pounds.  This  resolve  was 
issued  in  the  form  of  a  small  broadside,  of  which  a  single 
mutilated  copy  is  known.     It  was  printed  by  Watson.* 

The  next  following  business  of  the  Assembly  was  "An  Act 
for  Raising  and  Equipping  a  Body  of  Minute  Men,  to  be  held 
in  Readiness,  for  the  better  Defence  of  this  Colony,  and  for 
Repealing  an  Act  of  the  same  Title  made  and  passed  by  this 
Assembly,  in  December  1775."  It  provided  that  one-third  part 
of  the  members  of  seven  of  the  militia  regiments  and  one- 
fourth  part  of  those  in  the  other  regiments  (the  24th  only 
excepted)  should  be  inlisted  for  a  term  not  exceeding  one  year  to 
"hold  themselves  in  constant  Readiness  to  march  at  the  shortest 
Notice,  for  the  Defence  of  this,  or  any  of  the  adjoining  Col- 
onies" ;  and  "a  Premium  of  Forty  Shillings  each"  was  allowed 
to  those  soldiers  who  "shall  compleatly  equip  themselves." 
This  act  was  printed  on  three  numbered  folio  pages  by  Watson,  f 
The  number  of  copies  printed  is  not  known,  and  but  two  are 
known  to  have  survived  to  the  present.  Watson  also  printed 
and  billed  on  the  same  date  as  the  above  act.  May  27,  a  number 
of  orders  and  inlistments  as  follows  :| 

Orders  and  inlistments  for  minute  men,  400  copies. 

Beating  orders  for  Continental  and  Connecticut  regiments. 

Inlisting  orders. 

Inlisting  orders  for  Continental  regiment. 

Inlistments,  1400  copies. 

Inlistments  for  Continental  regiment,  700  copies. 
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No  copies  of  any  of  these  are  now  known,  although  it  is  quite 
possible  that  some  of  the  inlistments  might  be  found  on  a  careful 
examination  of  the  archives  in  the  various  State  departments' 
offices. 

It  having  been  represented  to  this  Assembly  that  sundry  per- 
sons were  ''ingrossing" — that  is  purchasing  in  large  quantities 
with  intent  to  sell  again  at  a  largely  increased  price — "rum, 
sugar,  molasses,  salt,  and  other  West  India  goods  with  an  intent 
to  export  the  same  out  of  this  Colony,"  an  act  was  passed  for- 
bidding such  exportation  "on  or  before  the  first  day  of  jSTovember 
next."  A  proviso  allowed  the  governor,  upon  application  made 
by  the  Continental  Congress  or  General  Washington,  to  permit 
such  "goods  necessary  for  the  continental  army"  to  be  exported.* 
The  governor  was  desired  "forthwith"  to  issue  his  proclamation 
accordingly ;  and  it  was  printed  May  16  by  Watson  in  an  edition 
of  one  hundred  copies,!  no  one  of  which  is  now  to  be  found. 

The  Continental  Congress  having  resolved  to  emit  bills  of 
credit,  and  that  the  thirteen  United  Colonies  should  stand 
pledged  for  the  redemption  of  such  bills,  and  that  each  Colony 
provide  ways  and  means  for  sinking  its  proportion  of  said  bills, 
desired  to  know  what  would  be  the  Colonies'  respective  propor- 
tions. To  this  end  the  Congress  on  December  26,  1775,  recom- 
mended to  the  several  Assemblies  to  ascertain  and  report  the 
number  of  inhabitants  in  each  respective  Colony.  And  so,  pur- 
suant to  a  letter  received  from  John  Hancock,  President  of 
Congress,  the  Assembly  at  this  session  passed  a  resolution  direct- 
ing the  selectmen  in  the  several  towns  "at  or  before  the  first  day 
of  September  next"  to  "take  and  transmit  to"  the  governor  "a 
particular  and  exact  account  of  all  the  persons  in  their  respective 
towns  in  this  Colony,  as  well  negroes  or  slaves  for  life  as  white 
persons,  distinguishing  the  number  of  those  who  are  under  the 
age  of  twenty  years  from  those  who  are  above  that  age,  the 
sexes,  or  whether  married  or  single,  those  in  the  militia,  and 
all  able  bodied  men  who  do  not  belong  to  the  militia,  also  all 
those  who  are  now  in  actual  service."     It  was  ordered  "that  this 
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act  be  forthwith  printed,  and  distributed  by  the  Representatives 
in  the  present  Assembly."*  It  was  printed  by  Watson  on  one 
sheet  fokled  so  as  to  make  two  folio  leaves,  f  The  first  page 
contained  the  Resolution,  the  third  page  a  form  with  blank 
spaces  to  be  filled  in  under  the  several  headings — as,  "Males 
between  twenty  and  seventy,  married  or  single,"  &c., — for  making 
return  to  the  governor.  But  a  single  copy  of  this  resolution  and 
form  has  survived  to  the  present  time.  Watson  also  printed 
'^Additions  to  a  resolve  for  numbering  the  people."!  What  the 
"additions"  consisted  of  is  unknown.  Curiously  enough  there 
is  no  record  of  what  was  the  Colony's  population  as  returned  by 
this  census ;  and  but  a  single  return  has  come  down  to  us,  that 
for  the  parish  of  I^ewington  in  the  town  of  Wethersfield.  §  A 
census  had  been  taken  on  the  first  of  January  1774,  which 
showed  a  population  of  191,392  whites  and  6,464  blacks,  a  total 
of  197,856. 

This  May  session  of  the  Assembly  was  "adjourned  by  proc- 
lamation" on  June  8 ;  and  some  time  previous  to  May  27,  by 
which  time  it  had  been  printed,  the  Assembly  adopted  a  curious 
recommendation  or  manifesto — the  printer  called  it  a  proclama- 
tion. The  opening  paragTaph  of  this  strange  document  reads 
as  follows : 

"Whereas  this  Assembly,  in  their  present  Session,  have  made  many 
Preparations  for  Defence,  against  the  increasing  Hostilities  and  Efforts  of 
our  unnatural  Enemies,  yet  considering  the  alarming  Situation  of  the 
United  Colonies,  being  threatened  with  the  whole  Force  of  Great  Britain, 
vmited  with  all  such  Foreign  Mercenaries  as  they  are  able  to  engage,  to 
assist  the  Execution  of  their  causeless  Vengeance  on  these  devoted  Colonies, 
and  to  burn  and  destroy  our  Seaport  Towns,  and  to  spread  Rapine,  Murder 
and  Destruction  through  the  Whole:  In  this  Situation,  our  utmost  Efforts 
cannot  be  too  much,  and  it  is  the  Duty  of  every  individul,  to  contribute  all 
in  his  Power  to  serve  and  defend  our  most  important  Cause." 

Therefore  it  was  recommended  "to  all  Persons"  to  furnish 
themselves  with  fire  arms ;  to  all  who  were  not  members  of  the 
militia  to  form  themselves  into  companies  and  choose  ofiicers ; 

*  Col.  Rec.  XV,  312. 

t  Conn.  Arch.  Rev.  IV,  328. 

t  Ibid. 
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to  all  field  officers  to  be  in  readiness  to  lead  forth  their  troops 
and  "to  encourage  military  Skill  and  every  warlike  Prepara- 
tion" ;  to  'Hhe  Committee  appointed  to  procure  Fire-Arms  to  be 
made"  to  "use  their  utmost  Diligence  to  promote  the  same,  and 
purchase  in  all  good  Anns  for  sale."  And  lastly  as  "The  Events 
of  this  Year  may  prove  most  decisive  to  these  Colonies"  and  "the 
Blessing  of  Heaven"  was  necessary  for  success,  it  was  "most 
earnestly  recommended  to,  and  pressed  upon  all  Persons,"  "in 
this  Day  of  Darkness  and  threatening  Calamity,"  to  cultivate 
charity  and  benevolence,  to  abstain  from  extortion  and  oppres- 
sion, to  repent  and  break  off  from  sin,  folly  and  vice,  to  live 
together  in  peace,  love  and  harmony,  and  to  look  up  "to  Heaven 
for  Help,  Success,  Salvation  and  Deliverance,  and  with  careful 
Attention  to  the  Use  of  Means,"  trust  in  the  Lord,  and  have  no 
fear  of  the  dangers  that  threaten.  It  seems  to  have  been  another 
case  of  "trust  in  God  and  keep  your  powder  dry."  They  would 
look  up  to  Heaven  for  help,  "and  with  careful  Attention  to  the 
Use  of  Means" — such  as  fire  arms  and  "every  warlike  Prepara- 
tion"— they  would  have  no  fear  as  to  the  final  result.  It  was 
ordered  to  "be  printed  and  dispersed,  and  be  read  and  published 
in  all  the  religious  societies  in  this  Colony."  Four  huudred 
copies  were  printed  by  Watson,*  of  which  two  can  now  be 
located. 

Although  this  recommendation  was  printed,  and  therefore  had 
been  adopted,  almost  two  weeks  before  the  adjournment  of  the 
Assembly  it  appears  entered  on  the  official  record  of  the  Assem- 
bly's doings  at  the  extreme  end  of  the  record,  immediately  before 
the  memorandum  of  adjournment.  And  further,  the  entry  on 
the  official  record  was  evidently  made  from  one  of  the  printed 
copies  of  the  recommendations.  This  is  apparent  from  the  fact 
that  it  contains  several  minor  errors  which  have  been  corrected 
with  a  pen  in  the  handwriting  of  William  Williams  in  both  of 
the  known  printed  copies.  The  whole  recommendation  is  in 
William  Williams'  style  and  was  undoubtedly  composed  by  him. 
He  was  Governor  Trumbull's  son-in-law  and  seems  to  have  fre- 
quently acted  in  the  capacity  of  secretary  to  him. 

•  Conn.  Arch.  Rev.  IV.  187. 
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The  public  Acts  and  Laws  of  this  session,  comprising  pages 
419  to  425,  were  printed  at  New  London  by  Timothy  Green  in 
an  edition  of  eleven  hundred  copies.*  For  the  first  time  the 
Koyal  Arms  are  omitted  at  the  top  of  the  first  page,  and  the 
regnal  year  in  the  general  heading,  while  in  the  head-line  at  the 
top  of  each  page  the  words  "Acts  and  Laws"  take  the  place  of 
the  regnal  year  which  had  been  previously  used.  The  publica- 
tion contains  twelve  separate  acts,  and  nine  of  these  relate  in 
some  way  to  or  were  occasioned  by  the  war  upon  which  the 
Colonies  had  entered.      These  acts  are : 

For  establishing  naval  offices.  Previous  to  this  time  there 
had  been  a  Collector  of  Customs  appointed  by  the  home  govern- 
ment and  located  at  Xew  London.  By  this  act  he  seems  to  have 
been  superseded ;  the  governor  being  appointed  naval  officer, 
with  deputies  at  several  ports  named,  to  enter  and  clear  vessels 
and  their  cargoes  and  do  other  necessary  business  of  the  office. 

Giving  jurisdiction  concerning  captures  to  the  county  courts. 
This  action  was  taken  upon  recommendation  of  Congress,  and 
undoubtedly  refers  to  vessels  captured  at  sea. 

For  repealing  an  act  against  high  treason.  The  act  repealed 
made  it  high  treason  with  punishment  by  death  and  forfeiture 
for  a  person  to  "Compass,  or  Imagine,"  .the  death  of  th^  king, 
queen  or  heir  apparent,  to  levy  war  against  the  king  or  aid  his 
enemies  or  to  counterfeit  the  king's  great  seal  or  privy  seal. 

For  altering  an  act  prescribing  forms  of  writs,  processes,  &c. 
It  was  here  enacted  that  for  the  future  such  documents  should 
issue  "in  the  iN'ame  of  the  Governor  and  Company  of  the  Colony 
of  Connecticut,  instead  of  'his  Majesty's  ISTame'." 

For  altering  an  act  prescribing  the  forms  of  oaths.  The 
alteration  consisted  in  omitting  all  references  to  the  king. 

For  altering  an  act  for  preventing  and  punishing  riots  and 
rioters.  Here  again  reference  to  the  king  was  omitted  and  proc- 
lamation was  to  be  made  in  the  name  of  the  "Governor  and 
Company." 

For  foi-ming  all  the  "Troops  of  Horse"  into  "Regiments  of 
Light  Horse." 

*  Conn.  Arch.  Rev.  IV,  426. 
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For  increasing  the  penalty  for  a  soldiers  disobedience  of 
orders. 

For  establishing  the  twentv-fifth  regiment. 

These  acts  show  that  the  people  of  Connecticut  were  acting 
thoughtfully  and  deliberately  in  the  steps  they  took  looking 
towards  separation  from  the  mother  country,  and  that  they  were 
gradually,  and  apparently  in  what  they  looked  on  as  a  legal 
manner,  withdrawing  from  their  allegiance  to  the  king. 

The  printing  of  £60,000  in  bills  of  credit  was  authorized  at 
this  (May)  session.  The  work  of  printing  was  no  doubt  done 
by  Green  at  New  London.  The  bills  were  to  be  dated  June  7, 
1776,  and  to  become  payable  January  1,  1781.  They  were 
directed  to  be  of  suitable  denominations  from  one  shilling  to 
forty  shillings,  and  £10,000  was  to  be  of  six  shillings  or  under. 
Bills  of  one  shilling,  one  shilling  three  pence,  two  shillings,  two 
shillings  six  pence,  three  shillings,  five  shillings,  ten  shillings, 
fifteen  shillings,  one  pound,  and  forty  shillings  are  known. 

On  June  14,  1776,  only  six  days  after  its  previous  adjourn- 
ment, the  Assembly  was  again  called  together  "by  special  order 
of  the  Governor,"  and  it  continued  in  session  imtil  the  21st. 

It  seems  worthy  of  note  here,  although  the  resolution  was  not 
published,  that  the  day  after  the  Assembly  met  it  unanimously 
adopted  the  following  resolution : 

"That  the  Delegates  of  this  Colony  in  General  Congress  be  and  they  are 
hereby  instructed  to  propose  to  that  respectable  body,  to  declare  the  United 
American  Colonies  Free  and  Independent  States,  absolved  from  all  alle- 
giance to  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  and  to  give  the  assent  of  this  Colony 
to  such  declaration  when  they  shall  judge  it  expedient  and  best,     .     .     .     .*" 

Evidently  the  idea  of  freedom  was  in  the  air  at  this  time. 

Again  an  embargo  was  laid  upon  the  exportation  from  the 
Colony  of  a  considerable  number  of  articles  of  provision,  includ- 
ing the  principal  meats  and  grains.  This  to  continue  until  the 
rising  of  the  Assembly  in  October  next,  unless  discontinued  in 
whole  or  in  part  by  the  governor. f     A  proclamation  to  this 

*  Col.  Rec.  XV,  415. 
t/6«/.,  413. 
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effect  was  printed  by  Watson,*  no  copy  of  which  can  now  be 
located. 

A  series  of  resolutions  was  adopted  for  furnishing  "the  Troops 
now  Raising  in  this  Colony"  "with  necessary  Fire  Arms, 
Accoutrements  and  Utensils  for  the  Service."  They  related  to 
supplying  camp  kettles  of  tin  and  iron ;  to  the  delivery  to  the 
selectmen  of  the  different  towns,  to  be  by  them  delivered  to  the 
soldiers,  such  fire-arms  as  had  already  been  procured  by  the 
committee  for  procuring  lire-arms  to  be  made;  to  the  delivery 
to  chief  officers  of  the  companies  of  the  fire-arms  taken  from 
persons  belonging  to  this  Colony  who  are  enemies  to  this  coun- 
try; to  hiring  or  impressing  arms  for  soldiers  not  otherwise 
supplied ;  to  sending  to  the  governor  an  account  of  arms  in  the 
different  companies,  and  to  keeping  an  account  of  the  cost  of 
repairs  on  hired  fire-arms.f  These  resolutions  were  printed  in 
the  form  of  a  folio  page  broadside  by  Watson. J  One  copy  is 
known.  There  was  also  another  resolution  relating  to  fire-arms 
printed  by  Watson,  but  as  no  copy  is  known  its  contents  cannot 
be  identified  with  certainty.  § 

A  resolution  was  adopted  by  which  the  selectmen  of  the 
respective  towns  were  "empowered  and  directed  forthwith  to 
purchase  such  Lead  Weights,  and  other  Implements  of  Lead,  as 
well  as  all  the  Bar  and  old  Lead,  except  Sheet  Lead  on  Build- 
ings, as  also  all  Shot  as  shall  be  found  in  the  Hands  of  particular 
Persons  in  this  Colony,  at  a  reasonable  Price,  for  the  Use  of  this 
Colony."  And  a  further  resolution  provided  that  if  any  per- 
son "shall  refuse  to  sell  and  deliver  such  Lead,  in  their  Custody," 
it  became  the  duty  of  the  civil  authority  "to  grant  proper  War- 
rants for  impressing  the  same,  for  the  use  of  this  Colony,  to  be 
paid  for  as  aforesaid."     This  action  was  printed  in  the  form  of 

*  Conn.  Arch.  Rev.  IV,  328. 

t  Col.  Eec.  XV,  419. 

t  Conn.  Arch.  Rev.  IV,  328.  Watson's  bill  has  the  items  "Resolve 
respecting  fire  arms"  under  date  of  June  14  and  "Long  resolve  for  procuring 
fire  arms"  under  date  of  June  20.  The  latter  is  probably  the  one  here 
described. 

§  Conn.  Arch.  Rev.  IV,  328. 
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a  small  broadside  by  Watson.*  A  single  copy  is  now  all  that 
can  be  found. 

Pursuant  to  a  requisition  from  Congress  the  Assembly 
directed  the  raising  of  two  battalions  of  eight  companies  each 
to  join  the  Continental  Army  in  Canada.  Each  company  was 
to  consist  of  fourteen  officers  and  seventy  nine  privates. f  Beat- 
ing orders  for  enlisting  these  recruits  were  printed  by  Watson ; 
and  he  also  printed  1,700  inlistment  blanks  for  the  same  pur- 
pose.    No  copies  of  either  of  these  are  known. 

On  a  further  requisition  from  Congress  the  Assembly  directed 
the  raising  of  seven  battalions  to  join  the  Continental  Army  at 
New  York.  Each  battalion  was  to  be  composed  of  the  same 
number  of  men  as  those  of  the  previous  requisition. t  For  car- 
rying this  into  effect  Watson  printed  an  edition  of  300  beating- 
orders,  one  copy  of  which  is  known.  Watson  also  printed 
for  the  same  purpose  5,400  inlistment  blanks. 

And  for  encouraging  inlistments  into  these  nine  battalions, 
and  a  battalion  ordered  raised  the  previous  May  for  service 
around  Boston,  Governor  Trumbull  on  June  18  issued  a  folio 
broadside  declaration, — it  would  hardly  be  called  a  proclama- 
tion, setting  forth  in  detail  the  various  ''Premiums,  Allowances 
and  Encouragements  given  and  granted"  by  the  Assembly  to 
those  who  should  inlist  into  these  services.  A  single  copy  of 
this  declaration  is  all  that  has  come  to  my  notice.  It  was 
printed  by  W^atson,  who  called  it  a  "proclamation  encouraging 
the  soldery,"  in  an  edition  of  400  copies. 

In  order  to  provide  for  the  proper  officering  of  the  troops 
raised  at  this  time,  and  perhaps  at  other  times,  blank  commis- 
sions in  several  forms  were  printed  by  Watson.  First  came 
commissions  for  Brigadier  General,  of  which  two  only  were 
printed ;  then  followed  two  lots  of  commissions  for  field  officers ; 
commissions  for  Connecticut  regiments ;  commissions  for 
minute  men ;  and  commissions  for  under  officers,  of  which  three 
hundred  were  printed.     No  attempt  has  been  made  to  locate  or 

*  Conn.  Arch.  Rev.  IV,  328. 
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identify  copies  of  any  of  these  commissions.  Some  of  them 
could  no  doubt  be  found.  These  commissions  are  billed  as  of 
June  14,  1776.*  On  the  same  date  as  the  commissions,  Watson 
also  printed  a  blank  form  of  bond  for  paymasters  of  companies. 
I  have  seen  no  copy  of  the  bond. 

And  lastly  comes  a  "long  proclamation"  printed  by  Watson. 
This  can  be  no  other  than  the  "Proclamation  for  Reformation," 
&c. — as  the  original  manuscript,  document,  now  in  the  Con- 
necticut Historical  Society,  is  indorsed — which  has  sometimes 
been  called  "Connecticut's  Declaration  of  Independence."  It 
breathes  a  spirit  of  religious  fervor,  as  might  be  expected  of  any 
document  composed  by  William  Williams,  and  a  determination 
as  well  to  maintain  "the  Freedom  and  Liberty"  they  had  long 
enjoyed.  And  "having  no  Alternative  but  absolute  Slavery,  or 
successful  Resistance;  ....  [they]  have  been  con- 
strained by  the  over-ruling  Laws  of  Self-Preservation,  to  take 
up  Arms  for  the  Defence  of  all  that  is  sacred  and  dear  to  Free- 
men, and  make  their  solemn  Appeal  to  Heaven  for  the  Justice 
of  their  Cause,  and  resist  Force  by  Force."  This  proclamation 
was  dated,  printed  and  published  June  18  by  order  of  the 
Assembly.     Two  copies  of  it  are  known. 

After  the  adjournment  on  June  21  the  two  public  acts  passed 
at  this  session  were  printed  by  Timothy  Green  of  Kew  London 
in  an  edition  of  1,100  copies.  One  of  the  two  laws  here  printed 
is  an  addition  to  a  law  for  "restraining  and  punishing  Persons 
who  are  inimical  to  the  Liberties  of  this  and  the  rest  of  the 
United  Colonies."  It  provides  that  if  any  person  shall  be 
found  to  be  in  possession  of  goods  belonging  to  an  inimical  per- 
son, or  shall  be  found  to  be  indebted  to  an  inimical  person,  it 
shall  be  the  duty  of  the  selectmen  to  institute  proper  legal  action 
under  which  the  goods  shall  be  seized  or  the  debt  collected  for 
the  use  and  benefit  of  the  Colony. 

There  are  two  varieties  of  this  issue  of  the  laws.  One  bear- 
ing Green's  imprint  and  consisting  of  pages  427  to  430 ;  the 
other  without  imprint   and   consisting  of  pages   427   to  429. 

*  Conn.  Arch.  Rev.  IV,  328. 
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Whether  both  of  these  issues  are  included  in  the  1,100  copies,  or 
whether  one  was  a  later  reprint,  it  is  impossible  to  saj. 

There  was  also  printed,  doubtless  bj  Timothy  Green  of  New 
London,  after  the  adjournment,  but  under  date  of  June  19,  the 
£50,000  bills  of  credit  authorized  by  the  Assembly,  in  denomina- 
tions from  six  pence  to  forty  shillings.  They  were  made 
redeemable  January  1,  1782.  Examples  of  the  denominations 
of  six  pence,  nine  pence,  one  shilling,  one  shilling  three  pence, 
one  shilling  five  pence,  one  shilling  six  pence,  two  shillings,  two 
shillings  six  pence,  five  shillings  and  forty  shillings  are  now 
known,  and  there  may  have  been  issues  of  other  denominations. 

A  few  days  after  this — you  all  know  the  date — came  the 
Declaration  of  Independence,  and  the  struggle  was  on  in  earnest ; 
after  this  there  could  be  no  retreat.  It  marked  the  beginning 
of  a  new  cycle  in  the  struggle  against  what  the  people  looked 
upon  as  tyranny  and  oppression.  And  here  we  will  leave  the 
Colony ;  only  adding  that  the  Connecticut  Assembly  never  took 
any  action  upon  or  made  any  official  recognition  of  the  famous 
Declaration. 


-5 

1 


University  of 

Libraries      ^rrs,ct 


r/T^ 

'iz^j 

DC' 

1\  /P^S 

^^^3 

^^ 

^ 

"jp^^ 

f^^^^^ 

a/\|M^ 

5w 

v\^ 

m 

m. 

gk^ 

1 

^ » i 

fi 

MrJw 

n 

li 

(4 

« 

V 

^ 

ffl 

P 

m 

//w  «. 

K 

^ 

